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PROFILE: JUDGE MICHAEL

J. BELLAMY

Giving something back to his community is

the foundation of all that he does

D © the conclusion of ry incerview wich Russell

County Judge Michael [ Ballamy, the exhortation wo

“give something back ta your community’” carme
wvte sharp focus. Born in Columbus, Geargla, |udge Bellarmy
arrended Phenlx City’s South Girard High School, and in
1973 earned his Bachelor of Sclence degree |n politieal sel-
ence from Tuskeges Instivute (now Tuskeges Universicy, a
historically black unéversicy). Judge Bellarmy credits the TRIO
Upweard Bound Pregeam of Tusheges Instioute (T} with his
academic succass, incleding dve realizacion of his goal w
becorme an attormey, Upward Bound provides intensive aca-
demlc and personal support designed to motivare and pre-
pare first-generation college students.

Through the Upward Bound Pragram, he not anly
enrolled in summear clascps whers he and other students
recelved twtoring and guidance from professors, but abso
gained admizsion te Tl befare compledng his senéar year in
high school While at T, judge Ballamy served 25 3 coun-
salor in the Upward Bound Program and provided
encouragemnent and assistance to other deserving students,
He mnoves that, "The experiences in the Upward Bound
Program and the friends [ mer during those years wera
wery strong factors in my desire o pursue a career inthe
lega| profession”

Ajfrer graduating frorm the Southern University School of
Law {Baton Rouge) i 1976, Judge Bellamy served as assu-
want diserle amorney 0 Russell and Macon countles, and s
plaroon leader i the LLS Arrmy Reserves malntenance
comparny in Phenix Cloy. Before embarking in privare
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pracuce in
1981, Judgs
Ballamy served
a5 & maunécipal
court judge in
Camg Hill,
Hursbero and Phenix Cicy, and worked in the child sup-
part and condemnatien proceedings units of the Cffice of
the Alabars Atwarney General. In 1998, Governor Fob
James appointed Judge Bellary o the bench as diseric
court Judge, 3 position 1o which the voters of Bussell
County elecred him for a al-year tsem in 2000,

Asked what he cherishes most as a judge, he cives at the
top af the list his devoton v his family and service o the
pacple of his communin Child support programs are dear
o his heart, as are [3sues relatng to students, children and
batrered women. judge Bellamy &5 actve in his church, and
has served an the boards of numerswes clvic organizatlons,
including the Parenc Teacher Association (FTA), the United
Wy, the Boys and Girls Club and the Russell Councy
Councils fer Battered Women and for Abused and
Meglected Children, He i also a member of local, stare and
national bar assockatons, Five years after being appoineed o
the bench, judge Ballany wold thiz author that people el
ask him for legal adwice as though he ware in private prac-
tee! lnspired by the Upward Bound Progream, judpe Bellamy,
in wrn, has warked hard to render service 1o those n need
in hs communicy.

—Peter A Drarmhupa, Phamx City
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“The patent bar Is
given twice a year
and is similar to the
MBE on steroids,
making most state
tar examinations
look like a literacy
test.”

he Bermuda
Triarge, the
Reawell

Incident and the
Patent Bar—all are
equally miysterious
in the minds af
rriarry af ws in the
legal community.
Exacely what is the "patent bar™! I3 it a legal fravermicy
wihere yeu muit be voved n by the majority membersbip?
I it & group conesining & sub-species of the human race,
patens justicio? Or s it some secret society that solicits
membership anly from the insanely wealthy and the good-
baoking (if you could see 4ome of it members, yvou wauld
knew this iant the case)?

Surprisingly, it Is none of the above The patent bar &
made up of 3 group of individuals across the Uniced States
wiha have mbken and passed a separate bar examination
That's right—patent law i3 the only area of the aw that
requires its members wo take a special bar examination. The
patent bar s given ewice a year and is similar to the MBE
an steroids, making most state bar examinations look like a
literacy vest Upon receipt of a passing grade, practitioners
are gramted their “registragon number”’ which is vsed e file
dacurments with the United Seates Pavent and Trademark
OHifice in Washingran, D.C.

5o what & required to be granted a coveted seat in the
patent bar examination?

Tou must have “competent, good, moral charscees”
and be "poszessed of the legal, scientific, and
technical qualdications necessary to enable
him ar her te render appleants valuabde
sapvice” 3T CER. 10.7. In English, this means
you rmust have some sort of science or enginesring
degres, or else have taken "enough”™ of thode gypes
of classes to qualif. What constitures "enough” classes
i determined by the Unived States Parent and Trademark
OHffice, but suffice it to say, i you have an engineering

J.D. Not Required—
The Patent Bar Revealed

The “science” behind the mystery is revealed

degree, you shouldn't have a problem getting permission to
it for the ecam.

Guess what i not required, though? A law degres isn't.
That's right, you can sit, take and pass the Uniced Seates
Patent Bar without ever having suffered through law schoal.
The non-leswyers who pass the patent bar are referred to a3
“parent agents.” Patent agents can prepare patent applica-
tions and represent chents before the PTO just like us
patent attorneys, and usually werk in ko firms or corpao-
rate law departments. The anly “difference” between patent
attorneys and patent agents, besides a bigger salary and a
window office usually, s that parent aorneys may counsel
clients on patent istues.

Se, wihat does this rmean Tor you? IF you have the science
background, snd the guts 1o sit in 2 room full of engineers
for ten haurs, it may be reassuring to know that in chis tur-
bulent economy, an exciting career path may be awvailable 1o
you that you hadnt previously considered.

—Lovoline Coker, Horsham, Pennsylvania
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Pregnancy Not
lazardous to Your
Law School GPA

second-semester exams of my second year of low

schaol. My husband and | lefe far Deatin Fight sfer | fine
whed my corporate maxation examWe chalked up my
exhaustion o the fact that | was worn out fram beo tax
exndms, an evidence e, 3 seminar and a future interesed
exam. Mow | have to apologize to professors Feld, Seein,
Hoffman, Murphy, and Hole My fatigue had nothing (or az
least almoat nathing) to do owith their atempts 1o seademi-
cally stretch my brain. It had a lot to do with the little per-
son whe was set toarrive Decembar 31, 2001,

When we remurned from Destn | thaughe | had a case af
poison ivy that was not responding to the usual treatment.
Lo | headed ta the local "doc-in-the-box™ (i, walk-in med-
beal facilicy) eo see if ehey could preseribe samething te
make it vanish, That is when they informed me that women
wiha have difficule cazes af poion ivy often are suffering
from the hermonal changes of pregrancy. That seermed far-
fetched vo me, bue | was game and lec the nurse administer
a pregnancy test. Lo and behold, they were right. (Telling rry
hushand that my case of pottan vy wid not disapgearing
because of an impending arrival was a comedy in itself}

As an excited mama-to-be, | prepared all summer for iy
third year of law school. The necessary “bookbag on
wehesls'” was purchased, and | arranged 1o ke 17 hours in
my fall semester 30 my one spring semester with the livde
one would condist of ten hours. | was ready for my waorst
samester aver with the overload [t was one of those things
to endure and survive, | spent my Mondays in class all day
with ne lunch break; thank goodness for yogurt and prec-
zels on the run. Four-hour handwricten exams in the big
clazsroom when eight and 3 half manths pregnant make far
aextramily uneomfortable expactant moms, especially when
the closest bathreom is in the library or downstairs!

Erther karma was on my side or my pending arrival really
liked law schoal. {| knaw she loved Professor Tom foned'y
weill drafting class because thar is the anly time she ever

— discovered | was pregnant a week after | compleed

kickad
me.] |
had iy bty
saimester grades
ever! |t alse was fun 1o

share iy oy with my fellow low studenes. (Co-sd baby
showers with law students are great, especially when baby
food msting & one af the games.)

I am net recommending pregnancy for all female law seu-
dents for GPA-boosting purposes, but it certainly worked in
Iy Ease,

—| Prart Austin-Trucks hves b Biemingharn and practicss i
Wetumnpha,

2003-04 License/Special

Membership Dues Invoices

Inwalces for the 2003-04 accupational licenszes
and special membership dues were mailed
Seprember 23, 1003 Your T002-03 oo cupaticns|
icense ar special membership expired
Seprermber 30, 2003, Licenze fees and special
membership dues for 2003-04 are due in the
Alxbama Stave Bar office by Oevober 31, 2003
Orecupational licenses purchased afver Oerober
3], 2003 will be consdered dalinguent and wall
have 3 33750 penalty added. Send payments 1o
the ASE or make them online at www.olabororg,
M you have a question, contace the Membership

Dregpartrment by e-madl ar msfiafabarorg or by
telephane, (334} 269-1515.

Oigterber 2003
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