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Your Trash—Another One's Treasure?

lanning to upgrade your computer system? Moving

into a smaller office? Redecorating your office? Plan-

ning to torch the stuff left behind after an unpleasant
firm breakup? Before you take home those computers so
your kids can spend more time ignoring you, before you
pay for more storage space, before you bring in that new
furniture or run off to get that burning permit, think seri-
ously about the most meaningful way to dispose of office
equipment you no longer need.Thanks to the Birmingham
Bar Foundation, it can be meaningful not only to you but to
those you don't even know.

One example is Junie Peavy, sister of one of the girls
killed in the bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church
in Birmingham, and a client at Oasis Women’s Counsel-
ing Center. Oasis Center is a Birmingham non-profit
group serving women and children who are in need.
Peavy is now using dictation equipment donated by an
attorney to tell her life story.

Birmingham Bar Foundation President Paul
DeMarco brought the Charitable Equipment Pro-
gram to the foundation in 2003.The program matches
excess law firm equipment with charitable organizations
that have corresponding needs, while the foundation
serves as a conduit for getting the furniture and items
to community groups who can actually put them to use.
Since 2003, law firms and individuals have donated 500
items to 50 charities. DeMarco explains, “While law
firms purchase the most advanced products with the

Birmingham attorney Gary Olshan donates computers to the
Charitable Equipment Program.

latest technology, charities are thankful for any equipment
or furnishings that they receive.The legal community has
shown a lot of enthusiasm and support for this service.”
When you have items to donate, the foundation will as-
sist in pickup and provide a charitable contribution receipt
for the item’s fair market value.The equipment should be
cleared of any information intended confidential before
being donated.You are also encouraged to notify the bar
foundation of charities in need of furniture and equipment.
For more information, contact the Birmingham Bar Founda-
tion at (205) 251-2231 or bbfound@bellsouth.net.
—Crystal H. McMeekin, executive director, Birmingham Bar

Foundation
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Don't waste valuable time searching the
Internet for something or someone. Go

straight to google.com and get results.

oogle claims to index over eight billion pages

on the Internet.The basic Google search page is

found at www.google.com and consists of little more
than a text box into which you enter search terms.Typing
a few words into that box most often will result in several
million pages being found. Since only the first 1,000 of the
total number of pages found will be displayed by Google
as search results, you must focus the search so that the
information you seek will be found among the 1,000 pages
judged most relevant by Google.

In determining which pages are most relevant to your
search terms, Google uses “Boolean logic.” This involves
using various “operators” to define the nature of the search.
If the “and” operator is used, pages which contain all of the
search terms will be among the search results, even if those
words do not appear in the same sentence or paragraph.

If you enter search terms without specifying an operator,
Google applies the “and” operator. If the “or” operator is
used, pages which contain any one or more of the search
terms will be among the search results. If search terms are
placed within quotes, only those pages which contain the
exact phrase within the quotes will be among the results.
To exclude pages which contain a certain word or phrase,

precede the word or phrase by a minus sign.

Fortunately, at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en,
Google offers an “Advanced Search” option which allows
you to take advantage of the Boolean operators by sim-
ply entering search terms in the appropriate text boxes
which appear at the top of the page.You can use any one
or any combination of these text boxes that you choose.
The Google Help Center provides a brief explanation (with
examples) of the use of the Advanced Search function at
www.google.com/help/refinesearch.html. At the bottom of the
Advanced Search page, you will also find several “Topic-
Specific Searches” which automatically restrict your search
to government sites, university sites, etc.

At www.google.com/intl/en/help/features.html, Google offers
a number of “Web Search Features” which can be useful.
These include package tracking, dictionary functions, tele-
phone directories, street maps,Web page translation, and
travel information.

Perhaps the best way to learn about using Google is to
enter “Google help” (with quotes) in the Google search
box.The more you know about using Google, the more
uses you will find.

—William B.Woodward, Jr., Huntsville
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