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Puppet Masters
Kermit and his Muppet 
friends would be so proud

Kermit has been singing for years about how it’s not 
easy being green, and now he has some students at 
Eastwood Middle School to back him up.

It’s not easy being green, or different, a lesson the 
students are taking to elementary schools in the region. 

Charles Davenport, 13, is part of a project at the 
school that not only teaches about Hispanic heritage, but 
goes way beyond, teaching students and others as well–
through puppets–that tolerance is more than just a word; 
it’s an everyday action.

With a grant from Teaching Tolerance, a division of The 
Southern Poverty Law Center, Eastwood’s foreign 
language department and the E! Husketeers puppeteers join 
together for the puppet production “Detras de la Cortina,” 
which is Spanish for “Behind the Curtain.”  The performance 
is highlighted by colorful music and maps of countries around 
the world from which Spanish speakers hail.

Based on knowledge gleaned from school-wide surveys, 
data collection and analysis, students wanted to educate oth-
ers about student immigration, diversity and tolerance, said 
Shannon Beard, sixth-grade counselor at the school who 
spearheads the puppet program. The foreign language students 
at the school wrote the script.

The E! Husketeers puppeteers perform to songs that in-
clude themes taught in Spanish class, said Nina Youngblood, 
Spanish teacher. Spanish students narrate the show in Spanish 
and English, which features songs that teach tolerance.  

“It’s Not Easy Being Green,” originally a Kermit the Frog song, 
is a favorite, as well as “Wonderful World,” made famous by 
Louis Armstrong.

And, the project doesn’t end with the performances.
 “We will conduct a post-performance survey that 

measures any change in attitudes toward those of a diverse 
culture,” Youngblood said. “The students enjoy it so much.  
It’s so important to teach our youth about diversity and 
tolerance, so they can be more understanding adults.”

E! Husketeers puppeteers have also begun building 
relationships with elementary students through a pen-pal 
extension of their performance which, down the road, will 
mature into a mentoring program as students transition to 
Eastwood Middle.

Youngblood has her Spanish students “adopt” a Spanish-
speaking student from one of Eastwood’s feeder elementary 
schools and correspond with them in Spanish.
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