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Executive
Director’s

Report

Keith B. Norman

Kismet
Thank You, Susan Andres, and
Welcome, Brad Carr

S
usan An d re s
j oi n ed the
Alabama State

Ba r ’s staff i n
Novem ber 1994,
becoming the A S B’s
f i rst com mu n i c a ti on s
d i rector. Almost a ye a r
before her arriva l ,
plans had been under-
w ay to cre a te the bar’s com mu n i c a ti on s
dep a rtm en t . We requ e s ted a com mu n i c a-
ti ons audit by the Com mu n i c a ti on s
Secti on of the Na ti onal As s oc i a ti on of Ba r
Exec utives (NABE) and we were fortu n a te
that D avid An der s on , the lon g - time com-
mu n i c a ti ons director of the Ill i n ois State
Ba r, a n s wered the call . D avid spent severa l
d ays with us in early 1994 eva lu a ting the
b a r ’s re s o u rces and com mu n i c a ti on s
n eed s . His report convi n ced us that due to
the bar’s growth in mem bers and pro-

grams we needed to form a com mu n i c a-
ti ons dep a rtm ent and rec ruit a full - ti m e
d i rector.

As fate would have it, Reggie Ha m n er,
who was then the exec utive director of t h e
s t a te bar but slated to reti re that
Septem ber, received a call from Gi l
Ca m pbell , exec utive director of t h e
Ten n e s s ee Bar As s oc i a ti on , i n forming him
that the director of the Ch a t t a n ooga Ba r
As s oc i a ti on was moving with her hu s b a n d
to Mon t gom ery. He advi s ed Reggie that
she would make an excell ent staff m em ber
and that the bar could not go wrong by
h i ring her. We received Su s a n’s re su m é
and later intervi ewed her. To our pleasant
su rpri s e , Susan not on ly had ex peri en ce in
bar work but she also had an ex ten s ive
b ack ground in broadc a s ti n g.

Gil Ca m pbell ’s words have been
proph eti c . We did not go wrong by hiri n g
Susan and she was an excell ent staff

Susan Andres
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m em ber. She was the ideal ch oi ce to lead
the newly cre a ted com mu n i c a ti on s
dep a rtm en t . Not on ly did she breathe life
i n to this new en ti ty, she made it an inte-
gral part of the bar’s opera ti on s . Th e
m a ny activi ties that have been devel oped
by the ASB Pu blic Rel a ti ons Com m i t tee
h ave been profe s s i onal and well - m a n a ged ,
u n der Su s a n’s guidance . Wh et h er edu c a-
ti on a l , i n form a ti onal or otherwi s e , o u r
com mu n i c a ti ons programs under Su s a n’s
l e adership have ref l ected very favora bly
on our profe s s i on .

Susan and her hu s b a n d , Hoyt , h ave
m oved and now call Hi gh l a n d s , Nort h
Ca rolina hom e . But , t h ey have not reti red .
Th ey have ch o s en to become the de a l ers
for Lindal Cedar Homes in Hi ghlands and
s everal su rrounding co u n ti e s . (Lindal is
the largest manu f actu rer of lu x u ry custom
l og and cedar homes in the co u n try.) Wi t h
Su s a n’s en er gy and “c a n - do” a t ti tu de and
Hoyt’s savvy marketing skills and med i a
b ack gro u n d , I bet they wi ll have more
cl i ents wanting Lindal Homes than they
can shake a sti ck at.

Seldom does fate smile on you twice
and in the same way. Yet, fate has smiled
on the Alabama State Bar again, with the
hiring of Brad Carr to follow Susan as
our communications director. I have
known Brad many years through our

mutual affiliation
with NABE. To say
Brad is experienced
with bar work is like
saying the Titanic was
just another boat. He
has worked with bar
associations for more
than 35 years. The
last 22 years he
served as director of media services and
public affairs for the 72,000-member
New York State Bar Association (NYSBA)
located in Albany. Prior to his long asso-
ciation with the NYSBA, Brad served as
associate director of the American Bar
Association’s Division for Bar Services in
Chicago and the ABA’s Commission on
Correctional Facilities and Services in
Washington, D.C. He has also worked
with the Missouri Bar and the State Bar
of Georgia.

Brad not on ly is the “de a n” of bar com-
mu n i c a ti ons directors in the co u n try, he is
also one of the most high ly rega rded pro-
fe s s i onals among his peers in the bu s i n e s s .
The NABE Com mu n i c a ti ons Secti on gave
Brad its highest aw a rd by be s towing on
him the E.A. “Wa lly ” Ri ch ter Aw a rd in
1 9 9 3 . In tere s ti n gly, the aw a rd was named
for the legen d a ryWa lly Ri ch ter with wh om
Brad had worked at the Mi s s o u ri Ba r.

When Brad decided to join our staff,
he assured me that the transition from
living and working in New York and
moving to Alabama would be a smooth
one because he had actually been born in
the South—the South Bronx!

We will miss Susan for all that she
meant to the bar and wish Hoyt and her
all the best. We are glad that Brad and his
wife Kristi have chosen Montgomery as
their new home and we’re excited about
the wealth of experience that he brings to
the position. Fate has once again smiled
on the Alabama State Bar. ■

Editor’s Note:
Susan can’t really leave bar work behind
after all! Last month, she was awarded
the E. A. “Wally” Richter Leadership
Award by the National Association of Bar
Executives Communications Division.
This award is “bestowed annually to an
individual who has provided leadership
to the NABE Communications Section,
who has answered the call in actively par-
ticipating in the Section and who
deserves recognition from his or her
peers in NABE.” The award is named for
Wally Richter, the first recipient and a
preeminent bar communicator who
served as director of public information
for The Missouri Bar for 28 years.

Brad Carr




